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Pen & politics

Bengali writer Manoranjan Byapari, who
pulled a rickshaw in Kolkata before
becoming an author, begins a new
innings as a first-time MLA in the West

Bengal assembly
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Economics, then & now

A cogent and
concise tracing of
economic events
since it all began
10,000 years ago
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IDEA EXCHANGE

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR

'If CM has made a suggestion, and | disagree, 100% |
have gone with her point of view. But certain things

are non-negotiable' Page 8
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DELHI OXYGEN ISSUE

Audit report
Interim, says
AlIMS chief

@ Kejriwal calls
for end to row

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 26

THE APEX COURT audit on
Delhi’s oxygen demand is an
interim report and not the final
word, AIIMS director Randeep
Guleriasaid on Saturday,as chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, under
fire for purportedly exaggerat-
ing the city’s needs, insisted the
acute shortage of oxygen during
Covid’ssecondwavewasreal. He
alsoappealed foran end to polit-
ical bickering and for everyone
to work together so no one suf-
fersin the third wave.
Theviruswill win if thereisa
fight among stakeholders, Kejri-
wal tweeted, a day after his Aam
Aadmi Party and the BJP hit out
ateacheachotheroverthereport
that said Delhi’s oxygen needs
were exaggerated fourtimesover
during the second Covid wave.
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BREAKING DEADLOCK
End protest, ready for talks: Tomar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 26

AS FARMERS' PROTEST against
the new farm laws entered
eighth month, Unionagriculture
minister Narendra Singh Tomar
on Saturdayappealed to protest-
ing farmers to end their agita-
tion, saying the government is

-

It is an interim
report. The oxygen
needs are dynamic
and change

from day to day.
The matter is
sub-judice g

—AIMS @l
DIRECTOR

RANDEEP ‘E’}'
GULERIA ¢
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The five-member Supreme
Court appointed panel was
headed by Guleria, who told
PTL“Ttisaninterim report.The
oxygenneedsaredynamicand
change from day to day. The
matter is sub-judice.”

Continued on Page 17

Chauvin gets 22.5 years in
prison for George Floyd’s death

FORMER MINNEAPOLIS police officer Derek
Chauvin was sentenced on Friday to 22.5 years in
prison for the murder of George Floyd, whose
dying gasps under Chauvin's knee led to the

biggest outcry against racial injustice in the US in
generations, reports Associated Press. The punishment is
one of the longest prison terms ever imposed on a US
police officer in the killing of a Black person. Still, Floyd
family members and others were disappointed.

EASE OF HIRING

No interviews
for AP govt jobs

MORE THAN 20 months after
taking the decision,theAndhra
Pradesh government on Satur-
day issued a formal order dis-
pensing with the process of
interviews for all future
recruitments into government
service, including the execu-
tive posts.Itwas on October17,

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook. App available on App Store & Play Store  WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

PM ON VACCINES
‘Important to
continue
momentum'’

EXPRESSING SATISFACTION
AT an increased speed of
Covid-19 vaccination this
week, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday said it is
important to carry this
momentum forward and also
underlined a need to involve
NGOsand other organisations
in efforts to expand the drive.

Over 3.77 crore Covid vac-
cine doses have been adminis-
tered in the last six days, the
government said in a state-
ment after a high-level review
meeting held by Modiwith top
officials on the progress of the
vaccination drive.

It was noted that 128 dis-
tricts in the country have vac-
cinated more than 50% of over
45 years of population and 16
districts havevaccinated more
than 909% of this age group.

Modi also directed officials
to work with states to ensure
that the pace of testing does
not godown as testing remains
a very important weapon to
track and contain rising infec-
tions in any region.

Modi underlined the need
to involve NGOs and other
organisations in the vaccina-
tiondrive,with officials stating
thattheyarein touchwith state
governments to explore and
implement innovative meth-
odstoreach people forvaccina-
tion, the PMO said. —PTI

SUGARS

A Wilmar Group company

Extract of audited financial results for the quarter and year ended March 31, 2021
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LOCKDOWN LEISURE
Games people play, online

@® During the
lockdowns,
online gaming
has seen a big
boom in India

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, June 26

LOCKED INSIDE HOUSES and
bored, people in India turned to
online gaming with a
vengeance, giving a fillip to the
growth of the sector that is still
initsnascent stagesin India.The
number of mobile game down-
loads in the country touched a
significant 2.9 billionin the July-
September period lastyearfrom
under 2 billionin Q1CY20.From
about 250 million gamersatthe
end of FY18, the number of
Indian gamers grew to nearly
400 million by mid-CY20,
establishing the country as the
“second-largest base of online
gamersintheworld after China”,
according to a recent report
published by KPMG.
Analystsbelieve thetrend is
here to stay; though the pace of
growth in consumption did
fade to a certain extent after
cities opened up post the first
lockdown, most of the key
business metrics like monthly
active users (MAUs) still oper-

INTHE

FE LINES
Rainbow revolution

The LGBTQIA+ discourse is seeing
huge progress, with governments
standing up for their rights

Page 9

SPOTLIGHT

NEW DELHTI

FORGETTING
THEABCD

As tiny tots learn over
Zoom, we find out how
parents, teachers and kids
are coping Page 6
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m Indiais EWSectoral
AME estimated to revenues
:;N o touch expected to hit $5#h
umber million
of gamers 657 i29|000 Cr  \asinfused
grew to million by FY25 from into the
400 gaming users 313,600 cr sector
U by FY25 inFY21 during
million by August
;md-CYZO 2020-
rom January
about
250 2021
million

inFY18

ated at a higher average as
compared to the pre-Covid
period. In fact, the restrictions
imposed to tame the surging
second wave may have only
aided consumption.

India is estimated to touch
657 million gaming users by
FY25. Sectoral revenues are
projected to increase to
X29,000 crore by FY25 from
X13,600 crore in FY21 led by
casual gaming,analysts said.

Better accessibility to
smartphones and cheap data
prices are helping the sector
gain broader reach, thereby
spurring its growth. “In addi-
tion to metros and tier one
cities, penetration beyond tier
two cities has also started tak-
ing place gradually. Further,
there are an increasing num-
ber of women gamers and the

SHREE RENUKA SUGARS LIMITED

Corporate Identification Number: LO1542KA1995PLC019046
Registered Office: 2nd and 3rd Floor, Kanakashree Arcade, CTS No. 10634,
JNMC Road, Neharu Nagar, Belagavi - 590010, Karnataka
Investors relations contact: groupcs@renukasugars.com

Website: www.renukasugars.com

Phone: +91-831-2404000, Fax: +91-831-2404961
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social stigma and resistance to
online gaming, specifically
casual gaming, is gradually
fadingaway, analystsat KPMG
said in the report. Not surpris-
ingly, the theme of localised
content is starting to get fea-
tured in the gaming playbook
as developers look to tap into
newer audiences.“Most popu-
lar games in India like Teen
Patti by Octro, Ludo King by
Gametion and others provide
options to play games in local
languages like Hindi, Gujarati,
Marathi, etc,” say analysts.
Besides, there has been an
increase in the number of
online game developers,
specifically in the casual
mobile gaming segment in
India,”theyadded.

Continued on Page 17
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Farmers stage a protest to mark seven months of their
agitation against new farm laws, in Amritsar, on Saturday e

il operatnns aiter [ax

the farmers' protest. Talks have
not resumed following wide-
spread violence during a tractor
rally by protesting farmers on
January 26.

Thousands of farmers,
mainly from Punjab, Haryana

and western Uttar Pradesh,
have been camping at Delhi's
borders for seven months now
in protest against the three
laws that theysaywill end state
procurement of crops at MSP.

The Supreme Court has put on
hold the implementation of
the threelaws till furtherorders
and has set up a committee to
find solutions. The committee
has submitted its report.

Public Service Commission.
Atop official said the new
initiative wasa“majorreform”,
aimed at improving trans-
parency and reducing subjec-
tivityinall the recruitmentsin
government cadre. —PTI

Eateries turn to cloud kitchens to survive

® Almost 40%
have shut since
2020; 20% that
closed temporarily
have not reopened

VENKATA SUSMITA BISWAS
Mumbai, June 26

THE SECOND WAVE of the
pandemic has dealt a heavy
blow to hotels and restaurant
owners in India. Local lock-
downs and a phased reopen-
ing,with several restrictions on
both capacityand timing, have
impaired the quickrecovery of
this sector. Currently, in some

financi“. ep' .in
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India's restaurant Dine-ins
industry was account for
estimated to be 750/
worth o
i A.z ofthe organised
restaurant
lakherin FY19 business

InFY21, around 75% of the industry's
revenues were wiped off
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In early 2021, the industry was
operating at 15-20% of pre-Covid levels

cities, restaurants can operate
at 50% capacity, only until 4
pm, and only on weekdays.
Federation of Hotel and
Restaurant Associations of

India (FHRAI) estimates thatin
FY 2020-21, approximately
75% of the industry’s rev-
enues were wiped off. India’s
organised restaurant industry

was estimated tobeworth 4.2
lakh crore in FY19, according
toaCrisil report.

Continued on Page 17
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